Dialog:

A:  Did you catch any of the Eastern Conference semi's in the NBA?

B:  I saw the whole thing.  What a nightmare for the Magic.  They must be so pissed at Lewis and Carter for not being able to step it up.  

A:  I know.  They both have huge contracts too.  Lewis is making almost 20 million next year and he's the highest paid player on the team.  They used up a huge chunk of their salary cap with those two and now they don't have any money left.  It totally sucks because there are a lot of good free agents next year including Lebron.  Now they don't have enough money to scoop him up.  

B:  Where do you think Lebron will go?

A:  I'm guessing Chicago.  He's obviously a huge Jordan fan and I read that he wants the whole league to stop wearing number 23 out of respect for Jordan.  It's hilarious for him to say that since he wears that number himself.  If he goes to Chicago he won't be able to wear it because it's retired.  

B:  That's hilarious.  Who do you think will win the title this year?

A:  I'm hoping the Celtics but realistically it will be a tall order for them to beat L.A.  They look pretty unbeatable this year. 

Phrases and Vocabulary Used:
Catch:  If you "catch" something on TV it means you watched it.  It is a good slang word to use in spoken English.

I rushed home from a meeting so I could catch the last half of the basketball game.  

Semi's:  "semi's" is short for semi-finals.  Semi-Finals are the second last match of a tournament.  There are 2 semi final matches every tournament.  The two winners of the semi finals play each other in the finals.  

Step it up:  In a sport, if you "step it up" it means that you play really well at the important times. 

I know he hasn't played well this season but now it's a big tournament and I think he'll be able to step it up and win. 

Salary Cap:  Some sports leagues have a "salary cap".  This is the maximum amount of money that some team is allowed to pay out in total to all the players and coaches.  The point of a salary cap is to make the league more fair.  Without a salary cap, the rich cities would always get the best players because they would be able to pay the most money.

Free Agents:  After a player's contract ends, they are called a "free agent".  That means they can play for whichever team they want.  Some players go where the money is and some players go to where they think they have the biggest chance to win.  The point is, a free agent is free to choose where he plays.

Scoop:  "Scoop" is a slang word that means something like "get" a player or something else.  It is often used in the context of getting a good deal. 

After the stock market crash, I was able to scoop up some awesome stocks at really low prices.  

Retired:  When a famous player retires, the team often "retires" his Jersey.  That means that no player in the future can wear that number on that team.  

Michael Jordan had his number retired.  No one on the Bulls will ever be allowed to wear number 23 again.

Tall order:  If something is a "tall order" it means that it is a difficult task to complete.  

It's going to be a tall order for them to come back from 3 games to 0.  No team in NBA history has ever done it.  

FULL PODCAST TRANSCRIPT:
All right, back here in the VIP room once again, lesson number 59 Add and we’re talking sports again.  A little bit of sports talk and the topic is basketball since it's the NBA finals coming up, starting tomorrow morning Shanghai time anyway and we've been watching quite a bit basketball with a good friend of ours.  Betting some money. So far I've been losing which has been pissing me off like you wouldn't believe but I just made a bet with a good friend yesterday so I’m hoping to cover my losses.  Bet $100 on LA winning against Boston. I kind of want Boston to win in a way, I used to but now that I've got a hundred bucks on the game and I wanted to bet more.  I’m hoping Kobe Bryant kicks some ass.  I think Kobe is totally going to be awesome in the playoffs because he's been going insane the whole playoffs. I can’t imagine the finals being any different.  No and Phil Jackson's a great coach and I know Kobe gets up at five in the morning every day for a two-hour workout and then he drives to the to the game does another two-hour workout and then plays and practices.  He’s pretty ridiculous.  Phil Jackson's a sweet coach so wish me luck unless you’re going for Boston, which I kind of am so anyway whatever.  But this dialogue Add is about the last Eastern conference series when Boston beat Orlando and Orlando totally sucked and it's pretty funny.  So, let’s just jump into the dialogue.

A:  Did you catch any of the Eastern Conference semi's in the NBA?

B:  I saw the whole thing.  What a nightmare for the Magic.  They must be so pissed at Lewis and Carter for not being able to step it up.  

A:  I know.  They both have huge contracts too.  Lewis is making almost 20 million next year and he's the highest paid player on the team.  They used up a huge chunk of their salary cap with those two and now they don't have any money left.  It totally sucks because there are a lot of good free agents next year including Lebron.  Now they don't have enough money to scoop him up.  

B:  Where do you think Lebron will go?

A:  I'm guessing Chicago.  He's obviously a huge Jordan fan and I read that he wants the whole league to stop wearing number 23 out of respect for Jordan.  It's hilarious for him to say that since he wears that number himself.  If he goes to Chicago he won't be able to wear it because it's retired.  

B:  That's hilarious.  Who do you think will win the title this year?

A:  I'm hoping the Celtics but realistically it will be a tall order for them to beat L.A.  They look pretty unbeatable this year. 

I would say they look totally unbeatable. I can’t imagine beating them because Kobe's been absolutely sick in the playoffs and has been totally stepping it up and I think they're ready to dominate.  Yeah and Boston's a pretty old team, and LA's got the home-court advantage.  There’s a lot of things going their way, although for Boston's way they do have a very good rookie point guard and they did win two years ago against LA with basically the same team.  So it’s going to be an interesting one, but I'm hoping LA now because I want an extra hundred dollars, but anyway Add let’s jump into the terms here.  I asked Add, this is a very slang kind of dialogue.  I asked him, did you catch the NBA conference finals or whatever I said and if you catch something on TV it means that you watched it and it's very useful to use instead of “did you watch” you can say did you catch something, it means did you watch it.  So I could say, I rushed home from a meeting so I could catch the last half of the basketball game.  I would definitely be watching the whole game, so I would've caught it all but this person had to have a meeting and only caught the last half of the game.  I guess all in all not too bad and the next one we have here is “semis” and the semis is short for semifinals and the semifinals are the second last match of a tournament.  There are only two semifinal matches every tournament.  The two winners of the semifinals play each other in the finals. So in the semis there’s only four teams and two teams have to play each other.  Yeah, so just the two matches before the finals and in this year's French Open tennis championship I was really hoping it would be Federer against Nadal.  Federer already lost to Sodering which is so annoying and now the two semifinals totally suck. Most of the players except Nadal really aren’t going to do that well and it’s going to be probably Nadal Soderling and Nadal’s going to destroy him I'm guessing.  Right it's a super weird semis this year and I guess I’m kind of interested to see what will happen, but at the same time, it seems like it pretty much sucks because the top seeds are pretty much done except Nadal.  But I guess maybe someone else will win this year, maybe even Soderling.  He already beat Federer.  Yeah and he beat Nadal last year so who knows. I’m kind of hoping he “steps it up” in the finals and in a sport if you step it up it means that you play really well at the important times and that’s something unfortunately when I was playing sports, when I was younger I did not step it up. I had a terrible mental game I'm sure you can imagine.  But these professional athletes, the really good ones they do step it up in the key moments of the game.  So I could say about some guy, I know he hasn't played well this season, but now it's a big tournament and I think he'll be able to step it up and win so he’s going to be able to kick it into a high gear and do really really well in the important times that’s stepping it up.  Right, I think everyone would like to step it up and hopefully we’re stepping it up right now with this podcast.  All right, and the next one we have here is ”salary cap” and some sports leagues have a salary cap. This is just the maximum amount of money that some team is allowed to pay out in total to all the players and coaches. Without a salary cap the rich cities would really have an advantage because they can pay a lot of money and get the best players so they try to make this to even out the teams to make it more fair.  Yeah, you can imagine some of the rich cities like New York being able to do a lot better than Cleveland, if there wasn't a salary cap because they have so much money that they could just get all the players to go to their team, all the best players and then they’ll just destroy these little cities that don't have a lot of money to pay the players because a lot of times the players go where the money is so they make it sort of fair by giving every team a budget and it's a huge budget, but it’s still a budget that everyone has to stick to.  That's why they had these salary caps.  Okay the next one we have here is “free agent” and after a player's contract ends they’re called a free agent, meaning that they can go wherever they want to go.  So some players go where the money is and some players go where they think they have the most chance of winning. I would certainly go where the money is and hopefully that place would also have a chance of winning.  Yeah, a lot of players do that and some players actually go where their wife wants them to go and everybody knows how that is when the ladies can kind of get involved with men's decision-making from time to time.  But yeah, free agent as Add said the contract ends, they finish like Lebron James’s this year, and he can go wherever he wants now and now that his contract is done every team in the league has the right to sign him.  Every team in the league wants him. Different teams can pay him different amounts of money though based on this salary cap.  So some teams like Orlando, they paid way too much money for Vince Carter and Rashard Lewis and now they have no money left over to pay Lebron James. So unfortunately he can't go to Orlando and unfortunately for Orlando he can’t go there, and that totally sucks for them and they wasted all their money on a couple of players that turned out to kind of stink this year. Every team in the league wants to “scoop” Lebron up and they don't know where he’s going.   They freed up a lot of money some of the teams have in their salary cap.  They have room to offer him a decent deal, because they want to scoop the guy up and scooping someone up is a slang word that means something like get a player or sign a player. So it's often used in the context of getting a good deal.   So I could say, after the stock market crash I was able to scoop up some awesome stocks at really low prices.  Unfortunately, I was part of the crash and lost some of my money, but it's kind of a good sentence anyway.  I was part of the crash as well but that was more of a bigger crash with DOT com bubble and I scooped up a lot of penny stocks and they went down to zero making them even less than pennies. Yeah, it’s just kind of a nice idea to imagine scooping up something and getting a good deal and unfortunately we didn't in the stocks but not too bad to be honest Add.  We’ve picked a few winners over the years. Next one, I have no idea how to go from that into the next one so I’ll just start it up and that is “retired” and we know what it means to retire from work.  It means you stop working when you're old, presumably.  But when a famous player in a sport retires, the team often retires his jersey and a jersey is sort of the shirt that they wear, and that means that no player in the future on that team can wear the same number of the jersey that they retired.  So Michael Jordan number 23, when they retired, his jersey anyone in the future who plays for the Chicago Bulls can never ever wear number 23, which is why I think Lebron might be going to Chicago because obviously he’s a huge Michael Jordan fan. He does wear the number 23 and recently as I said, he told the league that he thinks people should stop wearing number 23 even though he's one of the few players who does it, which is kind of ridiculous.  Right, and it makes it really funny to think about because you can actually bet on which team he’s going to go and play for and we think it would be a great bet because it seems pretty obvious that he might be going to Chicago. So I think if anyone's wanting to make a bet it might be a pretty safe one.  But don't get mad at me if you lose the bet, because I don't really know what I'm talking about. Yeah and the last term we have here Add that we’re talking about is a “tall order” and if something is a tall order it means that it's a difficult task to complete.  So I could say, it's going to be a tall order for them to come back from three games to zero.  No team in NBA history has ever done it. I thought Orlando might have done it.  They got it back to 3-2 and then lost in a horrible game because they suck and I ended up losing money, but that's a different story.  But anyway, a tall order is just a very difficult task to complete.  I think it’s going to be a tall order for Boston to beat LA and I'm hoping now that I have money on it, they’re not going to be able to do it.  And I think it will be a tall order for anyone to beat Nadal in this tournament since there’s no one really good left in it.  It will be tough for anyone to actually beat him and compete.  Especially because he is absolutely sick on clay.  He’s the king of clay they say.  Now we’re  making a lot of predictions here and hopefully when we look back on this podcast people won't be laughing that we’re ridiculous and making terrible predictions so who knows.  But in a couple weeks time it’s going to be old news and everyone's going to know whether or not we're right and if I'm up or down a hundred bucks.  But anyway.  We'd love to hear what you thought of the lesson as always and we'll see you next week at triplewdotChina232.com

